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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BONN 10982 

STATE FOR EUR/P, ICA FOR EU, PGM/F 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEPR, GW, US 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PRESIDENTIAL INTERVIEW WITH 
FRG FIRST TELEVISION NETWORK 

1 . THE MISSION IS ADVISED BY THE ARD HOME OEFICE THAT 
THE CHIEF CORRESPONDENT OF THE ARD IN WASHINGTON, PETER 
MERSEBURGER, HAS REQUESTED AN INTERVIEW WITH THE 
PRESIDENT PRIOR TO THE LATTER'S DEPARTURE TO THE ERG ON 
HIS STATE VISIT. THE MISSION STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE 
REQUEST AND URGES IT BE GRANTED. 

2. ARD IS THE ASSOCIATION OF WEST GERMAN TELEVISION 
BROADCASTERS, CHANNEL ONE, THE MAJOR TV SYSTEM IN THE 
FRG. IT HAS PROBABLY THE HIGHEST IMPACT OF ANY MEDIUM 

IN THE COUNTRY. ARD REPORTING FROM WASHINGTON HAS BEEN 
MORE BALANCED FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW SINCE MERSEBURGER 
TOOK OVER LATE LAST YEAR AS CHIEF CORRESPONDENT FOR ARD. 

3. A TV INTERVIEW ON CHANNEL ONE WITH THE PRESIDENT, AS 
A SCENE-SETTER EOR BOTH HIS STATE VISIT TO THE FRG AND 
BERLIN AND ATTENDANCE AT THE ECONOMIC SUMMIT WILL AFEORD 
THE PRESIDENT UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY TO STATE HIS 
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VIEWS AND POLICIES TO A MAXIMUM AUDIENCE IN THE FRG. IT 
REPRESENTS AN IDEAL VEHICLE TO PREPARE THE WEST GERMANS 
FOR THE FIRST VISIT OF PRESIDENT CARTER IN THEIR COUNTRY. 
BECAUSE OF THE LARGE "SPILL-OVER ’ AUDIENCE IN THE GDR, 

THE AUDIENCE VOLUME IS INCREASED. THERE IS NO BETTER 
WAY TO PAVE THE WAY FOR THE PRESIDENT'S APPEARANCES IN 
BONN, BERLIN AND ELSEWHERE THAN THROUGH THIS MEDIUM. 
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FOR THESE REASONS THE MISSION URGES THAT THE INTERVIEW 
REQUEST OF PETER MERSEBURGER BE APPROVED. 

STOESSEL 
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